



Legal Fireproofing: Why It’s 
Better to Protect Your Business 
Now Than to Put Out Fires Later 

When you’re a business owner, you work hard to create something that 
you're passionate about and that will ideally sustain you and your 
family financially for years to come. At Neve Webb, we have helped 
countless business owners launch endeavors that they are truly proud 
of and from which they profit greatly. We have assisted with every 
aspect of starting and running a business, from the legal documents 
needed for formation, to creating contracts, to assisting with 
acquisitions and mergers, and so much more.  

Over the years as we have worked with business owners, we have 
observed one major mistake that so many make. Today we want to 
take an in-depth look at this mistake and help you understand how, 
with an attorney’s help, you can avoid making it in your own business 
endeavor.  

So what’s the mistake? It’s this: Spending time, money, and effort 
putting out legal fires that could all too easily have been prevented 
from ever springing up in the first place.  

If you’re a business-minded person, you probably already have a solid 
understanding of the fact that your time, money, and effort are your 



greatest assets when you own a business. Once you have a consumer 
base and you put the systems in place to provide them with a good or 
service at a profit, your time, money, and effort are what allow you to 
grow. To add additional value to your goods or services. To branch into 
other markets. To advertise. To hire a smart and savvy team.  

If your time, money, and effort are spent fighting off lawsuits, solving 
disputes with employees or clients, and mediating between 
shareholders, that is a major issue! 

At Neve Webb, we’ve seen how easy it is to avoid the vast majority of 
legal issues businesses face from ever arising in the first place. We help 
our clients do so through a process we like to call “legal fireproofing.” 
Our philosophy is essentially that if you take a little time, a little money, 
and a little effort to tend to legalities from the start, it will save you a lot 
of time, a lot of money, and a lot of effort in the long run. 

Now that you understand what “legal fireproofing” is all about and why 
it’s so important, let’s look at some of the key places you can bring 
legal fireproofing into your own business endeavor. 

Contracts 

Businesses involve many more contracts than most people realize. You 
have contracts with your employees, contracts with other companies, 
contracts for your commercial real estate, and for many even contracts 
with your clients. Contracts set up a structure in which business 
relationships operate. They ensure that each side knows their own 
obligations, knows the other side’s obligation, knows how any disputes 
that arise will be handled, among other things. If you do not create 
your contract with an attorney’s assistance (online forms, we’re looking 
at you!) you risk many potential issues. It may not be legally binding. It 
may not protect you as well as it should. It may have loopholes. It may 



not obligate the other party to do the things for you that you think it 
does. You fireproof a contract by having it created by or reviewed by 
your business law attorney to ensure that it won’t cause you a 
headache in the future. 

Shareholder Agreements 

Disputes between you and other shareholders can be kindling for a 
legal fire. From workload imbalances, to disagreements about how the 
business should be run, to salary questions, there’s so much that can go 
wrong between even the most friendly business partners. We can help 
you create shareholder agreements that will spell everything out so no 
one feels confused, overlooked, or like they’ve been given the short 
end of the stick. Fireproofing by having a strong, attorney-reviewed 
shareholder agreement facilitates cooperation and helps you avoid 
disputes and lawsuits. 

Intellectual Property 

What if another company starts selling your exact product to your 
market at a lower price point? Will you be protected? Will you have to 
fight tooth and nail in a court setting to prove that your ideas have 
been stolen? How will you get back everything that you lose in the 
process? These issues can usually be avoided by taking the right 
measures to protect your intellectual property. The Neve Webb team 
can help you use copyright and trademarks to protect your ideas. We 
can also help you protect your trade secrets. 

Liability 

Do you understand the laws that regulate your area of business? Are 
you compliant on a local, state, and federal level? If something goes 
wrong, such as if your product hurts someone, would you be 



considered liable. The way these issues are navigated will depend 
greatly on the unique details of your business and what you do. Our 
attorneys can help you make sure you’re not forgetting anything 
important that will leave you vulnerable later.  

Ready to Start Your Business’s Legal Fireproofing? 

If you want to fireproof your business to save yourself time, money, and 
effort for the future, the Neve Webb team is ready to help you. We 
have many years of experience helping clients protect themselves from 
legal issues down the road. Contact us today to get started and learn 
more about our services.


